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and even obtained from a Roman Synod the right of making and deposing Popes.
This was but a passing interlude, for in 1073 a great Pontiff was to arise who would assert and maintain the absolute dominion of spiritual authority, proclaiming that to the Vicar of God all men are subject and all rulers responsible. It was the famous Hildebrand, Pope Gregory VII, who exalted the Pope's authority to a height never attained before; lie brought a rebellious Emperor (Henry IV) as a lowly suppliant to his feet, and wrote a letter of unheard-of audacity to William the Conqueror. He also had the foresight to vest the election of future Popes in the College of Cardinals, with whom it has remained ever since.
Henceforth the power of the Church was to prevail ; it was not weakened by long minorities, and had but little to fear from rebellion amongst the great world-wide army of the dependent priesthood. Yet the struggle continued with varying fortunes until we find Frederick I, surnamed by the Italians " Barbarossa," as masterful in his claim for the Empire as Hildebrand had been for the Church. Meantime a new power was slowly coming to the front which would in time be too mighty for both Pope and Emperor; the cities were beginning to feel their strength and to insist upon their rights. A cry for freedom was heard in the land, and under the just and temperate rule of the great Frederick, a Third Order slowly and steadily arose to claim dominion in the State. In after days, when cruelty and oppression were at their worst, the legend grew